
DRAFT MINUTES of the ONLINE MEETING of ARKESDEN PARISH COUNCIL
held via Zoom on

Monday 14th December at 7.30pm

Present: Rod Higgins (chairman), Robert Patmore (vice chairman), Chris Coady, Satu Lawrence, Rupert Bull, 
Ted Buttling, Cllr. Edward Oliver (later) and Steve Coltman (clerk).

1. Apologies: Edward Oliver would join the meeting later
2. Public Speaking: None
3. Declaration of Interests: Rupert Bull declared an interest in item 14.1
4. Minutes of the meeting of 18th November 2020: Agreed
5. Matters arising from the minutes of 18th November 2020

5.1 Hedgehog Highways
Satu Lawrence agreed to be registered as the “Hedgehog Ambassador”. Promotional material will be 
available for the Parish Council to promote this initiative to engage the young people of the village in 
environmental issues.

5.2 Consultation on the Protocol
The Parish Council was unanimous in its support for this draft Protocol on Community Engagement 
from UDC. Any steps that would mean early consultation with the Parish Council (and other 
interested parties) with developers over proposed planning applications would be welcome. 

5.3 The Chairman had formally accepted the clerk’s resignation, but, as yet, no applicants had            come 
forward from the village. It was agreed that if no one had showed any interest by the new year, then an 
advertisement for the post would be circulated via the EALC “Job Bulletin”.
6. Finance
     6.1 Balance  £8598.71
     6.2 Invoices

The following invoices/donations were agreed for payment
Clerk’s wages (3mths) £1100.00
BH Grounds maintenance £     96.00 Inc VAT
Euro. Sol. Dist. – Christmas cards £     51.60 inc VAT
Clerk – Covid signs £     15.35 inc VAT
Zoom meetings (6 mths) £     86.34 inc VAT
Euro. Sol. Dist. – Christmas cards £     96.00 inc VAT
A V H  donation in lieu of rent £   195.00

     6.3 Budget for 2021/22
Clerk had circulated some proposals arising from suggestions at the last meeting.
It was agreed to leave donations at the same level as 2020/21.
It was agreed to part fund a new shed for the millennium field (£250) from the Parish Plan Project 
budget for 2020/21.
The proposed extra costs for a new clerk (inc laptop and printer) were agreed.
The budget for 2020/21 had included £1000 for update of the website. This had not yet taken place 
and it was agreed to include this amount in the budget for 2021/22. There was some disagreement 
as to how and when this money would be spent and the clerk confirmed that it would not affect the 
final balance in 2022 if the money was spent in this financial year or the next.
Rupert Bull left the meeting at this time.
The remaining councillors agreed all of the above and concluded that the precept could remain 
unchanged at £11,000
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7. Planning

7.1 New Applications
7.1.1 UTT/20/3147/HHF Deans Meadow Amendments to UTT/19/2746/HHF
The Parish Council agreed that it would support the neighbours’ objections to the extra windows in 
the north elevation at first floor level that overlook their property. This latest amendment did not 
include any variation to the bedrooms in which the extra windows had been inserted and therefore 
the Parish Council could not see any valid reason for their inclusion.
7.2 Determinations
7.2.1 UTT/20/2430/FUL Deans Meadow New House plus access Approved 

8. District Councillors report
Cllr Oliver reported that speeding was continuing to be a problem in the villages, but that any new 
measures needed policing, and that without the involvement from the police force nothing much will
change. Speed Watch Committees do help but these do need staying power!
External auditors are refusing to sign off UDC’s accounts due to problems with the Annual 
Governance report.
The new Local Plan is underway and the electorate’s views would be appreciated. It is hoped to have 
the new plan in place by summer 2024.
The Stansted Airport appeal is due to start on 12th January 2021.

9. Playing Field report
The Parish Council agreed to provide £250 towards the cost of a replacement shed and Cllr Oliver 
also agreed that he could contribute £250 from his “Ward fund”. Chairman reported that the playing 
field was still being well used despite the social distancing measures required.

10. Village Hall report
Chairman reported that no activities were taking place in the village hall at present.
The Parish Council agreed that the village hall committee should continue with the application for 
available grants as these are not part of other funding “pots”.

11. Activities report
Rupert Bull re-joined the meeting and reported that the sales of Christmas cards had been very good 
but the full financial report would not be available until the January meeting.
He is currently looking into E-gaming and E-sports as an activity for the younger generation in the 
village and also to reinvigorate the idea of a walking group.

12. Highways report
Clerk to report sunken verge at the bottom of Long Lane before the bridge and the blocked drain at 
the top of Wenden Road opposite Mulberry House. Clerk would also request that the new dog bin is 
included in the collection round.

 13. Correspondence As circulated via email
14. Further Discussion points

14.1 Dangerous Dogs
The Parish Council had received several reports of dogs being attacked by one particular dog 
in the village, and at least one attack was being reported to the police. The Parish Council 
agreed to remind the owners of their responsibility to keep dogs under control as published 
on UDC’s website.

14.2 Ted Buttling had produced a “Vision for the Village” which was discussed and the clerk agreed to
produce a spreadsheet so that progress on topics in this plan could be monitored for progress. Ted 
Buttling agreed to look at a questionnaire that could form the basis for the decision on whether or 
not the village wanted a new Village Plan. Clerk and Chairman agreed to look out the original 
questionnaire that preceded the first Village Plan.

15. Date of next meeting
The next meeting would be January 18th 2021 held via Zoom at 7.30pm

Rod Higgins (Chairman) Steve Coltman (Clerk)


