
 

 

 
 

ARKESDEN PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 

Monday 17th January 2022, 8.00pm in the Arkesden Village Hall 

  
1. Present: John May (Chairman), Robert Patmore (Vice-chairman), Chris Coady, Satu Lawrence, Holly 
Greenhow, Alistair Maclean, Cllr Edward Oliver, Cllr Paul Gadd, and Susan Erb (Clerk). There were no apologies for 
absence. 

 
2. Public speaking – Two members of the public spoke to their concerns over the proposed building at 
Mulberry House. 

2.1 Nick Chrimes highlighted concerns over the proposed buildings 8 and 9 stating his view that they 
interfere with the shared Right of Way with Hobs’ Aerie. In addition, he believed that all barns (except 
the 18th century barn) are not derelict with evidence that they are being used for commercial rather than 
agricultural use. Some sections of the proposed planning include historic walls which should be protected 
under the right of curtilage. He further believes there is asbestos in the barns which could be released 
during building and was concerned that there was soil testing taking place on the land between the 
proposed site and Beacon House on Newland End Lane as a preliminary assessment for more building.   

2.2 Charles Allen-Jones also shared his concern over the large size of the proposed homes. He expressed 
disappointment and disagreement with the Highways department statement that traffic conditions and 
safety would not be significantly impacted by the proposed development. Finally, he expressed 
aspirations that the UDC determination and local plan might address future planning at the proposed 
site.   
 

3. Declaration of interests - NTR 
 

4. Minutes of 20th December meeting – agreed unanimously. 
 

5. Matters arising from 20th December meeting 
5.1 Queen’s Jubilee – Alistair Maclean shared that the Millennium Field Committee remains committed to 

purchasing and hosting the Beacon. The possibility of it being sited on the church tower will depend on a 
risk assessment, as required by the PCC for insurance and safety purposes. The Parish Council also spoke 
about a potential village street party, to be discussed further in February. 

5.2 UDC Biodiversity Initiative – Satu Lawrence reported that the initiative has been advertised on the 
website to enable village participation.  

5.3 Mud Issues - Quicksie Hill – John May and Chris Coady visited the Quicksie Hill site on Friday 16th January 
when they met the developer and site manager to share concerns over the mud flowing out of the site 
onto the road and into the village thereby presenting safety concerns. The developer asserted that 
sweeping and clearing has been ongoing; the site manager promised to sweep and clear three times 
starting the week of 17thJanuary. Following the meeting, the decision was taken to track the 
sweeping/clearing and should nothing be done this week, escalate accordingly noting the Highways legal 
requirement that mud and detritus should not be deposited on public highways. 

5.4 Potholes – Quicksie Hill – the Parish Clerk shared that a variety of residents of Quicksie Hill had 
highlighted the increasing size, depth and safety risks posed by the potholes along the stretch of road in 
front of the 20 Quicksie Hill properties. The Clerk agreed to report the potholes and track UDC response. 
If repairs are not actioned within the month, Cllr Gadd has agreed to follow up. The Parish Council agreed 
to prioritise how best to track potholes concerns and repairs best at their February meeting. 

5.5 It was noted that the Parish Council had met informally with the Chair of Holme next the Sea Parish 
Council in Norfolk on 17th January to learn more about their experience of implementing a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
 



 

 

6. Planning Matters 
6.1 New Applications UTT/21/0098/FUL Mulberry House, Wenden Road 

Demolition of buildings and erection of 9 detached dwellings 
    To consider and approve the response to UDC planning. 
 

The Parish Council agreed to adopt the proposed version of 7th January letter (which was shared with the 
village) with the additional inclusion of reference to the statement by the Heritage Foundation. John May 
proposed adoption of the letter, and Robert Patmore seconded with full agreement by the Council.  Cllr Oliver 
pointed out that it was possible to call in the planning application for consideration by councillors. The Parish 
Council considered this but decided not to request Councillor Oliver to call in the application. The Parish 
Council will consider seeking a meeting with the UDC Planning executive in charge and share concerns with 
Highways to reconsider their appraisal, including of traffic around the site.   

 
6.2 Determinations - NTR 

 
7. District councillor’s report - NTR 

  
8. County councillor’s report – Cllr Gadd reminded the Council that he is available to respond to urgent 

flooding and drainage issues impacting the village. He further updated the Parish Council that he had raised the 

issue of the broken bridge guard rail to Highways back in December and if not repaired by end-January he’ll chase 

up. Recalling his update in December that Essex Highways committed to completing the repairs in January to let 

him know if this has not been done by month end that he will follow up. Cllr Gadd further offered to assist with 

resolving the issue of the potholes in front of the houses at the top of Quicksie Hill. The Cllr also shared an update 

on Essex healthcare provision sharing news that the date for abolishing Clinical Commissioning Groups and 

replacing them with Integrated Care Systems has slipped from 1 April to 1 July 2022; the Cllr has committed to 

keeping up updated on implications for Arkesden residents. Finally, Cllr Gadd shared that the ECC have just 

circulated details of a £500,000 Climate Change fund for environmental initiatives in the county, with a maximum 

grant of £20,000 and asked whether this might be useful for Arksesden.  

 
9. Playing Field report – Alistair Maclean noted that one of the benches at the playing field needs repair. 
The Millennium Field Committee will follow up. 

 
10. Village Hall report – Holly Greenhow shared that new blinds are being put up and that redecoration 
continues. The Christmas Bash went well but attendance may not have been as high as in the past due to Covid.  

 
11. Highways – NTR 

 
12. Finance 

12.1 Following from discussions in December, the Parish Council resolved to increase the Clerk’s hours 
from eight per week to ten with a pro rata increase in remuneration. John May proposed the resolution, 
Robert Patmore seconded, and the Council agreed unanimously.  

12.2 Balances – as of 17th January, the balance was £8521.60. 
12.3 Invoices – Remittances were received from the Millennium Field Committee of £205 (£70 for 

Playsafe Inspection, £1 for annual rent, and £135 for 22% of Annual Insurance). Payments made were for 
CPRE annual membership £40. Those outstanding are to the Community Heartbeat Trust (defib) £151.20 
and the updated Clerk salary £461.47. All payments were agreed. 

12.4 Charitable Donations – The Clerk sought Council permission to pay CAB and Essex Air Ambulance 
£50 each as per 21/22 budget; this was agreed.  

12.5 The Clerk updated the Parish Council that the 2022/2023 Precept was submitted on 3rd January 
2022, with a confirmation received from UDC on 4th January 2022.  

 
 

13. Further Discussion Points  



 

 

13.1 Flood updates – the Parish Clerk shared that following consultation with councillors, input was 
provided to the UDC on key flood risks in and around Arkesden citing regular flooding at: Clanver End, the 
Bottom of Long Lane, the Ford near Great Becketts, and at the intersection of Quicksie Hill and Newland 
End Lane. The response also included photographic evidence of the impact of flooding on road erosion 
and pothole increase.  

13.2 Satu Lawrence raised question of the ECC Climate Fund and wondered whether there were 
initiatives the council or village groups might consider (e.g. solar panels for the village hall). The Parish 
Council agreed to discuss again in February.  

13.3 Alistair Maclean recommended that we remind village residents to being increasingly vigilant to 
potential break-ins. The Parish Council agreed to highlight on the website.   

13.4 The Parish Clerks shared that the CPRE Annual Star Count is scheduled for next month. Those who 
sign up will be asked to choose a clear night between 26 February - 6 March 2022 and see how many 
stars are visible within Orion; see:  
https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/95329/data/1?ea.tracking.id=campaigns-update-enews for more 
details and to sign up.  

13.5 On 25th January at 6.30pm via Zoom, the UDC new Chief Executive, Peter Holt, will meet Parish 
Councillors, John May will represent Arkesden.  
 

14. Date of the Next Meeting – 21st February 2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
 

https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/95329/data/1?ea.tracking.id=campaigns-update-enews

