
 

 

 

 

 
 

ARKESDEN PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES 

Monday 16th May 2022, 7.30pm in the Arkesden Village Hall  

  
1. Apologies for absence - Apologies – John May, Cllr Oliver, Cllr Gadd.  Present: Robert Patmore (Vice-chair, 

acting Chair), Alistair McLean, Chris Coady, Satu Lawrence, Holly Greenhow, and Susan Erb (Clerk). 
 

2. Public speaking – Charles Allen-Jones raised concerns over the recent letter from the Vicar about the future 
of Arkesden Church and asked that the Parish Council speak to what role they might play in participating in 
the future of the village church. Charles Rawlinson also noted to the Council that everyone in the village has a 
legal right to services provided to the village, e.g. baptism, marriage, burial etc. As such, Charles Rawlinson 
recommended to the Arkesden Parish Council that they consider what its role may be in the future of the 
church, including potentially increasing the precept to contribute to church. The Council appreciated both 
inputs and agreed to explore what legal restrictions limit Council participation / support to maintaining the 
church and what opportunities exist for our participation in the process.  
 
Charles Allen-Jones also asked that the Council periodically give a sitrep on the progress of the Axe which the 
Council agreed was an excellent suggestion. The Clerk will follow up. 

 
3. Declaration of interests - NTR 

 
4. Minutes of 25th April meeting – Unanimously agreed. 

 
5. Matters arising from 25th April meeting  

5.1 Emergency Plan - the Parish Clerk shared that she has contacted key persons named in the emergency 
plan to determine their willingness to continue to specific positions. An updated version will be shared 
with the village in June. Currently, the position of Village Coordinator is vacant; until the position is filled, 
the Parish Clerk agreed to fill in.  

5.2 Queen’s Jubilee – APC contributions the Parish Clerk updated the council on the successful application for 
the £700 UDC grant to support village Jubilee celebrations. The Parish Council further agreed to support a 
contingency of up to £500 towards Jubilee celebration expenses.   

5.3 Neighbourhood Watch – the Parish Council was pleased to note that the Neighbourhood Watch initiative 
has successfully been set up. However, the Parish Council also was keen to ensure that proposed 
activities remain within government guidelines for Neighbourhood Watch activities.  

5.4 Path maintenance – The Parish Council agreed to follow up on concerns over the quality of the riverside 
path which runs from Watts Folly to the Green Man. Thanks to kind help from Cllr Gadd, the Clerk was 
able to confirm that path maintenance falls under the remit of Essex Highways. The Clerk agreed to 
register the state of the path, noting urgent repair needs, this week with Essex Highways and follow up 
with Cllr Gadd to see what options exist for widening and repair. The Council also observed that various 
hedges are encroaching on the path and will encourage individual homeowners to trim them back.  

 
6. Ongoing Matters 

6.1 Potholes Quicksie Hill – NTR beyond that repairs remain on Essex Highways’ to do list.  
6.2 Bridge railing repairs – NTR, still waiting on action by UDC, no update since the April response from the 

Structures team who confirmed inaccurately that the post and rail have been repaired. In addition, there 
is a bit of outstanding brickwork which is allegedly scheduled to be finished in a few weeks. Cllr Gadd is 
continuing to chase.  



 

 

6.3 Village speed limits - NTR 
6.4 Manhole cover safety near Byrnes Cottage - NTR 

 
7. Planning Matters 

7.1 New Applications 

• UTT/22/0577/FUL Erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings for Crathie, Hampit Road (submitted 
14.4.22) The Parish Council agreed to object to the proposal solely on the basis that as an over-riding 
principle, the Arkesden Parish Council does not support the conversion of agricultural land to 
residential land. 

• UTT/22/1118/DO Application to discharge condition 3 (materials), 4 (hard/soft landscaping), 13 
(badger method statement) and 14 (Biodiversity enhancement layout) attached to UTT/21/1293/FUL. 
September Hill Wicken Road Arkesden (submitted 22.4.22) 
The Parish Council noted that condition 13 was missing and condition 14 didn’t fully cover biodiversity 
concerns on the specific rear of the site where the new house is to be built. The council submitted a 
neutral return within the 13th May deadline. 

• UTT/22/1150/NMA - Reubens Wicken Road (submitted 25th April). Nonmaterial amendment to 
UTT/21/0790/FUL including infill between garage and conservatory, pitched roof, bi fold doors and 
window to rear. Black stained boarding to right and rear side. NB - UTT/21/0790/FUL refers to change 
of use from Annexe to one dwelling including demolition of existing garage application (approved 
with conditions in April 2021).  The Arkesden Parish Council had no comment on this application but 
agreed to support.  

7.2 Determinations - NTR    
7.3 Enforcement - John May shared via email that he continues to chase up Nigel Brown at UDC with 

regard to enforcement issues on Quicksie Hill, both the landscaping and access issues which remain 
unresolved as well as the issue of the developers having left the roadside verges in a damaged state 
despite multiple requests by the Parish Council to undertake repair work. The endless delay in response is 
especially disappointing as the developers have now left and handed the sites over to the owners, 
despite UDC’s expressed prioritisation to address enforcement violations and to ensure compliance prior 
to occupation.  

 
8. District councillor’s report - NTR 

  
9. County councillor’s report - NTR 

 
10. Playing Field report – Alistair Mclean shared that he has explored bench replacement options and a 

replacement bench ordered. However, stock shortages may result in delays in delivery. The Clerk shared that 
the annual inspection of the Millennium Playing Field is scheduled for this month.   

 
11. Village Hall report – NTR 

 
12. Highways – NTR  
 
13. Finance 

13.1 Balances - As of 16th May, the balance was £11,396. 
13.2 Invoices – May invoices included payments of £4.49 to HP for printing, and monthly salary 

payment to the Clerk. The only outstanding invoice is for payment of £228 to BH Maintenance for April 
grass cutting.  

13.3 Annual Governance and Accountability Return – the Clerk reviewed the process with the Council 
and agreed to share the AGAR documents and summary financial reports in advance of the June meeting. 

13.4 BHIB Insurance Renewal - the Clerk shared that the annual insurance renewal is now due. The 
Council agreed to renew.  

 
14. Further Discussion Points 

14.1 John May shared in advance of the meeting that he had met with Ted Buttling and agreed they’d 
do a village walk through to catalogue which of the various road signs are damaged, missing or otherwise 



 

 

not serving any useful purpose. They will also collect abandoned signage like the road diversion ones 
propped against the railings opposite Parsonage Farm Cottage for disposal. 

14.2 Michael Payne shared via email that the Forestry Commission now requires that he inform the 
Parish Council about any woodland creation on the farm. See attached map with dark green outlines 
referencing new woodland identified as part of the new countryside environmental schemes that 
Several’s Farm is trying to establish going forward. 

14.3 Chris Coady asked who from the Parish Council might be attending the church meeting on 23rd 
May. The Clerk noted that she’ll be attending along with Chris Coady. The Clerk agreed to resend the 
letter to the BCC list this week.   

14.4 Alistair Mclean raised the questions of encouraging new Parish Council members, particularly 
those with planning knowledge and skills. The Council agreed to prioritise this over the summer months. 

 
15. Date of the Next Meeting – 20th June 2022 


