
 

 

 
ARKESDEN PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES 

Monday 16 January 2023, 7.30pm in the Arkesden Village Hall  

 
1. Apologies for absence – Apologies: Cllr Gadd. Present: John May (Chair), Alistair McLean, Chris 

Coady, Holly Greenhow, Robert Patmore, Sophie Garrod, Cllr Oliver, and Susan Erb (Clerk). 
 

2. Public speaking - NTR 
 

3. Declaration of interests - NTR 
 

4. Minutes of 19 December 2022 meeting – No changes, unanimously agreed. 
 

5. Matters arising from 19 December 2022 meeting   

• Locality Fund – The Clerk raised the idea of contributing a new bench to be placed outside 
the Axe upon its re-opening, noting that the locality fund could include purchases of up to 
£500.  The Clerk agreed to follow up. 

 
6. Ongoing Matters 

6.1 Council Elections – the Clerk updated the Council on key dates for elections: 8th March for 
publication of notice of elections; 21st March for delivery of nomination papers; 23rd March for 
publication of statement as to persons nominated; and 24th March for delivery of notices of 
withdrawal of candidates. Standing candidates will need to provide and submit nomination 
papers; the Clerk will distribute these at the February meeting. Should there be an election, it 
must be 25 days prior to our AGM, currently scheduled for 17th April. However, due to the Clerk 
being out of the country that day, she requested we move the AGM to 24th April or after.. 

6.2 Footpath Repair – John May and Chris Coady are following up on quotes (with Chris Hart and 
Ben Humphrey).  

6.3 Updates on the Axe - NTR 
6.4 Neighbourhood Watch – ANW continues to be actively sharing security updates with its 77 

members.  
 

7. Planning Matters 
7.1 New Applications  

• UTT/23/0057/FUL - Crathie Hampit Road. Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached 
to UTT/22/0577/FUL to allow amendments to the approved plans. NB – this was added so as 
to enable the Council to discuss in person. The Council agreed to a neutral return.   

• UTT/22/3521/TCA - Pump Cottage, Hampit Road. 1 conifer, 1 silver birch- fell, 1 Ash - reduce 
branch length by 3m and remove dead wood, 1 Pear- reduce back to old pollard points, 1 line 
of trees consisting of hawthorn, blackthorn and greengage- reduce by 3m, 1 elder and prunus 
group- lowered down to a height of 3.5m. (Determined 30th December 2022.) No action by 
Council; see below. The Clerk is following up with UDC to clarify whether the Council is 
expected to respond to tree issues.  

• UTT/22/3501/HHF – Elmbrook, Clatterbury Lane. Proposed demolition of existing outbuilding 
and construction of a home workshop. The Council agreed to neutral response but with the 



caveat that actions laid out by Place Services about the scale and design of the proposal are 
fully addressed.   

7.2 Determinations  

• UTT/22/3014/FUL - Rear of September Hill Wicken Road. Application to remove condition 11 
(building regulations) attached to UTT/21/1293/FUL (approved with conditions 13 January 
2023). 

• UTT/22/3243/AG - Field Known as Pump Close West of Clatterbury Lane. Proposed wooden 
barn. (Deemed Approved - 23rd December 2022.) 

• UTT/22/3521/TCA - Pump Cottage Hampit Road. 1 conifer, 1 silver birch- fell, 1 Ash - reduce 
branch length by 3m and remove dead wood, 1 Pear- reduce back to old pollard points, 1 line 
of trees consisting of hawthorn, blackthorn and greengage- reduce by 3m, 1 elder and prunus 
group- lowered down to a height of 3.5m. (Tree No Objections - 30th December 2022.) 

7.3 Appeals 

• UTT/21/3746/FUL - Buildings to the Rear of Mulberry House Wenden Road. Demolition of 
redundant agricultural buildings to provide for nine dwellings with associated gardens, 
private access, and landscaping. Chris Coady shared with the Council that the portal is now 
showing all documents submitted in December. Of note for the Council is that representation 
at the appeal needs to be requested in advance (deadline not confirmed). The Clerk agreed 
to follow up with Ann Howell (the UDC contact) about attendance. The Chair agreed to follow 
up with legal counsel. Both John May and Sophie Garrod agreed to attend the appeal on 
behalf of the Council. The Clerk also updated the Council that she followed up with the 
Widdington Parish Clerk who has just gone through an appeal process in their village.  
  

8. District councillor’s report – Cllr Oliver shared that the increase in UDC Council tax is likely to be just 
shy of 3%.  
  

9. County councillor’s report – Paul Gadd shared his monthly report by email in advance of the 
meeting, noting the continued availability of the Locality Fund and offers of assistance on flooding 
and drainage (see 12.2) and on highways matters.  

 
10. Playing Field report - NTR 

 
11. Village Hall report - NTR 

 
12. Highways   

12.1 Road Sign update (Essex Highways and UDC) – the Clerk reported that she is chasing up 
road sign repairs but with limited success. She’ll continue with this over the next month.  

12.2 Flooding/blocked drains - the Clerk shared that she checked with highways on the at the 
corner of Newland End Road and Quicksie Hill. She will follow up with the County Councillor to 
see if we might accelerate Highways taking action: 

• Defect #s 3660938 and 3660937 – these refers to the blocked gully and blocked connection 
at the corner of Newland End Lane. Highways notes that the drain is inspected annually, and 
that repair will be undertaken with a non-specified timescale. 

• Defect #3594465 – this is a repeat issue to the above. Highways has responded: defect to be 
considered for repair as part of the planned maintenance programme. 

• Defect #3660946 – same issue, noted as a blocked connection, but with the same response: 
repair will be undertaken with a non-specified timescale. However, Highways notes here that 
the drain is inspected quarterly. 

• Then as the flooding continues down Quicksie Hill southwards, two more defects are noted 
#3660930 and 3660934 (both blocked gully) noting that repair will be undertaken with a non-
specified timescale and that the road is inspected quarterly.  



 

13. Finance 
13.1 Balances - At close of business on 16th January, the balance was £7,864. The Clerk also 

shared that she has been working with Barclays to make sure our (very outdated information) is 
accurate and fully updated.  

13.2 Invoices paid included the Clerk’s monthly salary, regular payment to HP printing (£4.49), 
with the £50 donation to Uttlesford CAB finally going through. The only outstanding invoice is to 
BH Grounds for £228. 

13.3 Budget 2023/2024 – The Council agreed to the proposed budget with a precept of 
£12,000.  John May proposed, and Chris Coady seconded.   
 

14. Further Discussion Points  
14.1 King Charles III Coronation Celebration – 6th May 2023 – the Clerk reminded the Council 

that the Coronation would be late spring and wondered if we’d like to do anything as a village. 
The Council agreed to further consider and agreed to see if other village committees had 
thoughts.  

14.2 Footbridge opposite Long Thatches – Holly Greenhow shared that the footbridge is 
rotting away and is currently unsafe.  The Clerk agreed to follow up with Highways, copying in 
both Cllr Gadd and Cllr Oliver.  

14.3 Library Phone box – the Clerk sharing that Anthea Boon has been hard at work tidying up 
the Arkesden phone box library. Over the past few months, the door has become loose, and 
water has gotten in resulting in damp and damage. The Clerk asked whether the Council might 
wish to support payment for a replacement door. The Clerk offered to contact Peter Shefford to 
see if he might be able to fashion us a new door, or if he could recommend a handy-man who 
could assist.  

14.4 Village Coffee mornings – the Clerk reminded the Council that an additional village coffee 
morning will be held in February on the 7th. Regular coffee mornings will also be on 21st February 
and 21st March.  
 

15. Date of the Next Meeting – 20th February 2023 at 7.30pm. 


