
 

 

 
ARKESDEN PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES DRAFT 

Monday 20 February 2023, 7.30pm in the Arkesden Village Hall  

 
1. Apologies for absence – Apologies: Cllr Gadd. Present: John May (Chair), Alistair McLean, Chris Coady, Holly 

Greenhow, Robert Patmore, Sophie Garrod, Cllr Oliver, and Susan Erb (Clerk). 
 

2. Public speaking – NTR  
 

3. Declaration of interests - NTR 
 

4. Minutes of 16 January 2023 meeting – No changes, unanimously agreed. 
 

5. Matters arising from 16 January 2023    
5.1 Locality Fund – the Clerk shared that the bench at the corner of Poore Street and Clatterbury Lane is in 

poor shape and needs to be replaced. The Council agreed to the replacement, seeking use of Locality 
Fund support, noting the request to retain the inscription.  

5.2 Repair to phone box library door – the Clerk contacted Peter Shefford who has an admirable go at 
sanding down the door to the library. He has kind agreed to take steps to make it as watertight as 
possible. Alastair McLean raised the question of getting free papers delivered to the phone box which 
members of the village could then collect. The Clerk agreed to follow up.   

5.3 Footbridge opposite Long Thatches – Holly Greenhow shared that the footbridge is rotting away and is 
currently unsafe. Chris Coady shared that Chris Hart knows someone who can repair the bridge but the 
question remains about how this could be funded. The Clerk agreed to follow up with Highways, copying 
in both Cllr Gadd and Cllr Oliver as a safety issue, frequently used by young children to access school 
buses. The Council agreed to secure a quote, potentially exploring additional funding via Cllrs Oliver and 
Gadd.   

 
6. Ongoing Matters 

6.1 Council Elections – the Clerk has liaised with UDC to learn that Cllr nomination papers will be available 
from early March. She’ll provide these to councillors standing for re-election. Chris Coady raised the point 
with the Council that perhaps the village is not fully aware of the imminent shortage of Cllrs. Alastair 
McLean volunteered to raise awareness across the village.  

6.2 Footpath Repair – Chris Coady shared that that she met with Chris Hart to discuss the depth of work 
involved in repairing the footpath. The repair has been measured from the Green Man to where the 
gravel ends at the front of Watts Folly.  The main area where the footpath has broken down is below the 
trees, made worse because of tree roots. The likely width will be ~1.2m wide to enable use by a mobility 
scooter/wheelchair. To avoid the tree roots, the proposed repairs would need to be raised up and fully 
tarmacked. The Council agreed to consider quotes from the Green Man to Watts Folly  

6.3 Updates on the Axe – NTR 
6.4 Neighbourhood Watch - NTR 

 
7. Planning Matters 

7.1 New Applications  

• UTT/23/0179/TCA - 1no. Sycamore - Reduce 2.5m back to the original pruning points. The Willows, 
Arkesden. The council had no comments.  

• Responding to tree applications – the Clerk contacted UDC who have duly advised that these are not 
applications on which consultations are made, but rather are a notification to carry out works to trees 
in a conservation area which gives UDC the opportunity to put a tree preservation order on the trees 



should the work be considered detrimental to an important tree(s). They are automatically approved 
after six weeks. 

7.2 Determinations  

• UTT/22/3030/HHF - Garage conversion to annexe. The Lodge Wood Hall. Approved with Conditions 
(26th January 2023). 

7.3 Appeals 

• UTT/21/3746/FUL - Buildings to the Rear of Mulberry House Wenden Road. Demolition of redundant 
agricultural buildings to provide for nine dwellings with associated gardens, private access, and 
landscaping. Sophie Garrod shared with the Council a summary of the meeting between the Chair, 
herself, and the Clerk with Philip Kratz regarding preparation in advance of the March 7th appeal 
meeting. The Clerk contacted UDC to confirm Council attendance and participation at the appeal 
(from 10am on Wednesday 7th March 2023 at the Saffron Walden, UDC offices).  
 

8. District councillor’s report – Cllr Oliver shared his report in advance of the meeting noting three key points. 
First, public consultations on the UDC were due to take place during summer 2022, then delayed to 
November, then to spring 2023 and now delayed to summer 2023. Should this not happen, the plan will not 
be operational until at last 2025. Second, the current UDC five-year land supply is sitting at 4.89. Should the 
land supply not be met, the presumption for building will favour developers (the titled balance argument). 
Finally, UDC accounts have still not been signed off for 2018/19 and periods after that by the external 
auditors; work on those for 2021/22 will not be started until later this year. UDC's planning department is still 
in "special measures" and likely to remain this year enabling developers to go directly to the Planning 
Inspectorate for planning approval for developments of ten or more houses, thereby bypassing UDC. 

 
9. County councillor’s report - NTR 

 
10. Playing Field report - NTR 

 
11. Village Hall report - NTR 

 
12. Highways   

12.1 Flooding at corner of Newland End and Quicksie Hill – the Clerk shared that she is working with 
Cllr Gadd to see if action to clear said drains can be accelerated. Highways has reportedly raised the 
concern with the Drainage Engineer who has advised that the flooding issue has been added to the ad-
hoc jetting schedule and will be attended when the crew is next in the area. 

12.2 Road Sign update (Essex Highways and UDC) - NTR 

 

13. Finance 
13.1 Balance at the close of business on 20th February was £7,113. 
13.2 Invoices paid included the Clerk’s monthly salary, regular payment to HP printing (£4.49), and an 

outstanding invoice is to BH Grounds for £234. The Clerk sought permission to pay the Community 
Heartbeat Trust annual subscription of £151.20. The Clerk also shared that VAT for FY 22/23 has been 
totalled and will be submitted for reimbursement by HMRC; pension re-declaration compliance has also 
been submitted to the government.  
 

14. Further Discussion Points  
14.1 King Charles III Coronation Celebration – 6th May 2023, tree planting – Clerk will follow up, 

perhaps outside the VH.  
14.2 Speed limits – The Clerk agreed to follow up on the 20splenty campaign to work out what options 

exist for reducing the speed limit across the village and especially along the four main routes in / out of 
the village.  

14.3 Flytipping – the Council agreed to write to express their dissatisfaction to UDC and concerns over 
potential fly tipping as a result.  

14.4 Litter pick – Chris Coady reminded the council that we typically have a litter pick in March.   
 

15. Date of the Next Meeting – 20th March 2023 at 7.30pm. 


